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Introduction 

The King’s Indian Defence clearly belongs to the 'hyper- 







devoted, is now 7 0-0 £jc6 
8 dS 4>7. After the fol¬ 
low-up 9 £>d2 aS 10 a3 £,d7 
11 gbl fS 12 b4 ®h8 13 f3 
4}g8 14 ©c2 £)gf6, we come 
to what might be classed 
as a tabiya (or starting po¬ 
sition) for the 1990s. 

(see Fallowing diagram) 
Vassily Ivanchuk recently 
produced an important no¬ 
velty with IS Hd3!? in a 
crucial game against World 
Champion Gary Kasparov in 


he sidestepped it with the 
relatively untested 14 ... 
jih6. However, in this in¬ 
stance, the cure turned out 
to be worse than the dis¬ 
ease, and he went down 
horribly after 15 £}b5 axb4 
16 axb4 £)df6 17 cS fxe4 18 
£)xe4 £}xd5 19 cxd6 c6 20 
#c5 Q.A7 21 Qxh6 £)xh6 22 
£)c7 b6 23 Wcl £)f4 24 @b2 
4^xe2+ 2S ©xe2 gc8 26 ©b2 
<^f7 27 f4 £>xd6 28 @xeS+ 




















Better is the flexible 8 <£jd2 
which gives White the op¬ 
tion of O-CHD, e.g. 8 ... 
£)bd7 9 g4 aS 10 £jfl £}cS 11 
|}g3 c6 12 Qe3 Qd7 13 f3 a4 
14 #d2 cxdS IS cxdS &a5 16 
£)dll± Keene - Westerinen, 
Berlin 1971; or 8 ... aS 9 
£)fl 4>6 10 g4 £>h7 11 h4 fS 
12 gxfS gxfS 13 exfS £xf5 14 
4}g3 ®d7 IS a.e3 £)b4 16 Hcl 
e4 17 Sgl Donner - Kavalek, 
Skopje Ol. 1972. White later 
decided the game by a di¬ 
rect kingside assault. 

8 ... <^h7 

9 £el £d7 

10 £)d3 fS 



































































1) Classical 9 4^el <£d7 10 f3 f5 
11 4^d3 

(This chapter explores the no counterplay against the 
complex variations arising inevitable queenside break- 
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Classical 9£el £d710 f3 fS 11 £<13 


Oausdal 1991 } 17 ©c2 ©h8 
U7... &f8 18 Bfcl£d7 19 a4 

S 7 20 mi a6 21 aS ©AS 22 
4 £c8 23 Bc4± Stean - 
Sam, Marbella 1982 } 18£>bS 
4>8 19 Hfcl <£g8 20 £}xa7 
flc7 21 &aS gxc2 22 £xd8 
fixe2 23 £)xc8 gxb2 24 
itxgS 5axa2 25 gxa2 gxa2 
and was soon drawn Kraut 
- Hug, Zug 1989) 16 &c2 h5 
17 K3 (This is almost a re¬ 
flex action against ... h5, 
but White doesn't neces- 
aarlly have to be so single- 
minded, e.g. 17 £>bS gf7 18 
gfcl <fte8 19 a4 £)h4 20 h3 
&f8 21 £)Xa7 Qd.7 22 £>bS 
g4oo Kozul - Sznapik, Tbi¬ 
lisi 1988). 

After 17 h3 (2) Black’s 
possibilities are: 


tends to regroup his king’s 
bishop by means of the 
manoeuvre Jjg7-f6-d8) 18 
a4 Qf6 19 ga3 #c7!? 20 gel 
41d8 21 £>bS with a slight 
edge for White, Karpov - 
van der Wiel, Brussels 1987. 

c) 17 ... g4!7 18 fxg4 hxg4 
19 hxg4 4>8 20 a4 Qfb 21 
4}h3 ja.h4 22 £jdl gf7 23 
4^df2 gh7 24 ga3 £,f6 25 aS 
&d7 26 #dl with unclear 
play, Mohring - Uhlmann, 
Halle 1981. 

d) 17 ... gf7: 

dl) 18 a4 a.f8 (18 ... Qhb is 
the wrong idea, e.g. 19 ga3 
<£}h4 20 gel g4 21 hxg4 
hxg4 22 fxg4 f3 23 £xh6 
<£)Xg4 24 <£pcg4 ^xg4 25 
&d2 fxe2 26 £,xe2± Hort - 
Maier, West German Ch. 
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©g2 mi 51 £)g4 #xa4 S2 
£)e3 a5 53 £,fS+ ®d7 54 gh4 
^c2+ 55 ©f'3 a4 S6 gh7+ 
®d8 S7 Sal @d3 58 £>e3 a3 
59 ®f4 ©b3 60 £)fS #b2 0-1 
Yuferov - Kasparov, Minsk 
1978. 

In his youth, Kasparov 
was an avid King's Indian 
fan, but during the mid 80s 
he placed himself on a 
harsh regimen of QGDs to 
combat Karpov in their 
World Championship mat¬ 
ches. Now, of course, he is 
back at the forefront of the 
theoretical debate and se- 


4Stfi4 25 4}df2 £>f6 26 #dl 
Qd7 27 aS laf8 28 &el >tH6> 
Sosonko - Hellers, Wijk 
aan Zee 1986. 

15 ... £>g6 

16 £b5 (3) 

The most direct. This is 
not the moment for White 
to switch attention to the 
kingside, e.g. 16 4}f2 h5 17 
h3 gf7 18 a4 &f8 19 £,bS 
Bg7 (less effective is 19 ... 
£)h4 20 aS gg7 21 jib4 g4 22 
fxg4 hxg4 23 hxg4=) 20 
gc3 £|h4 21 £el a6 22 &a3 
fld7 23 a5 gc8 24 <&c4 Hb5 
25 £)b6 gxc3 26 ^xc3 #e8 
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As on virtually every 
Black move, 22 ... g4 comes 
into consideration. One 
example Is 23 fxg4 <£}f6 24 
Jlel ®h8 25 ©c4 hxg4 26 
4^xg4 4i x g4 27 £xg4 0,-xgi 

28 hxg4 gxg4 29 ©d3 ©gS 
Ftacnik - Pribyl, Bratislava 
1983. 

23 4}a3 £,f6 

24 &el g4 

25 hxg4 hxg4 

26 <&xg4 

26 fxg4 £)hS (26 ... gb8 
27 £c4 £xg4 28 &xgi £)Xg4 

29 4>g4 Hxg4 30 ©h3 ©gS 

31 flxh4 ©xh4 32 ©xh4 

Hxh4 33 <&b6± Barbero - 
Helmers, Thessaloniki Ol. 
1984) 27 £>hl £xg4 28 &xg4 
Hxg4 29 ©h3 ©g5 30 .Qxh4 
Hxh4 31 ©e6+ ©h8 32 gf3 
Hg4 33 £)c4 Qe7 34 4>d6 
£xd6 35 ©xd6 gg8 (Black 
has methodically built up 
the attack on the g-file and 
now the pressure against 
g2 has become intolerable) 
36 £)f2 (36 gff2 f3! doesn't 


White good play. 

However, Black's play is 
far from convincing. Nunn 
suggests 29 ... Q,e7 as an 
improvement, while 29 ... 
©gS also appears highly 
dangerous for White, e.g. 
30 <£}xd6 £xg4 31 fxg4 £xd6 
32 ©xd6 ©e3+ 33 ®hl £>g6 
with a vicious attack. If 
instead 30£>ce3 (after 29 ... 
©gS) then 30 ... &g6 A ... 
£)f4 gives Black plenty of 
play. In view of this, and 
the poor position White 
ends up with in the game, 
potential Whites should 
consider earlier improve¬ 
ments, such as Polugaev- 
sky's 21 aS. 

27 ... £,g3 

28 £xg3 fxg3 

29 ©b6! 

Not 29 ©e3 gh7 30 f4 
£yf5 31 exfS ©h4 and White 

8 29 ... ©e 7! 

Black has a big initiative 
but must be careful, e.g. 





be clearly better after 43 ®c4! 

4}d3+ 35 ®d2 4^xcl 36 Ftacnik is hanging on 
gxclT. grimly, continuously find- 

34 ... gxc7 ing only moves. As Polgar 

35 gxc7 ^Jh6 points out, the other king 

36 4^c4 Hf8 mores lose immediately: 

36 ... 4}xg2 looks very a) 43 ©a4? ®fa2+ 44 ©b4 
tempting as 37 ©xg2 fails <2d2+ 45 gc3 (45 ©c5 #a3+ 
to 37 ... ®fh2+ and 37 £xg2 46 ®c4 I^c3+ mate) 45 ... 
similarly goes down after £xc3+ 46 ®xc3 gc8+-+. 

37 ... 2f8+ 38 ©el ®h2 39 b) 43®cS?.Qe3+! 44 £)Xe3 
£)e3#gl + . However, as Pol- $d4+ 4S ©d6 gf6+ 46 ©e7 
gar points out, the retreat gxb6 47 <£M'5 $b4+ 48 d6 
37 #gl! holds for White, gxd6 49 £,xd6 £)h4 50 &hl 
e.g. 37 ... &f4 38 £>e3 <^3 #el-+. 

39 4}f5-. 43 ... @c2+ 

37 £>xd6 4i x g2 44 ®b4 ^d2+ 

38 £)fS! #hl+ 45 ®a3 Qfil* 



















Aft 

Black 


ite of his tough de- 
It looks as if 
i efforts may have 

1 vain. The natural 
all lose, e.g. SI £>el 
S14ih4^gS-+ and 51 

2 52 d7 Bd2 S3 Bc8+ 
■ d8© Bxd8 55 Bxd8 
Idl Qe3-+. However, 
le wolf at the door, 
: finds a brilliant re- 


1 " ©b3!i Bh2+ 

2 ©a3! 

king voluntarily 
52 ©a4? falls to S2 


Hxg2* 
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9 4>1 

10 4}d3 FS 

11 f3 £)f6 

12 .Qd2 f4 

13 gi(9) 


3 ±±± 4 , «± 

.wi B 

sb naa.a 


Black has two other 
ways to approach this po- 


iations of the King's Indian 
Defence, but it is hard to 
see how he can hope to 
profit from it. Wilder quiet¬ 
ly strengthens his position } 
17 Hhl bxc4 18 bxc4 ^a6 19 
£>f2 Sb8 20 Bel #b6 21 Bc2 
Hfc8 22 HgS cxdS 23 ,Qxf6 
£xf6 24 ftxdS ftxdS 2S 
©xdS+ ®f8 26 cS BxcS 27 
BxcS dxcS 28 £xa6 #xa6 29 
Hxh7 1-0 Wilder - Hellers, 
Haninge 1989) and now: 

all) IS ... ®h8 16 ®g2 aS 
17 <£)F2 4}h5 18 Hhl cxdS 19 
cxdS£sg8 20 #d2 a4 21 Bh2 
a3 22 b4 Bf7 23 gahl h6 24 
4}h3 ^xh3+ (This exchange 
is not one that Black 







b6 2S b4 a5 26 £)bS £>b8 27 
Hcl axb4 28 ©xb4 £a6 29 
<^xd6 4^xdS 30 exdS £f8 31 
4}xf7 1-0 Leveille - Puri, 
World Open 1989. 

a3) 14 ... h6 IS ®g2 gS 16 
Hcl £jg6 17 cS (17 £e3 Hf7 
18 cS Hf8 19 cxd6 cxd6 20 
a4 Hh7 21 £)f2 £)e8 22 £|bS 
hS 23 ©cl Qe7 24 £xa7 h4 
25 ©e3 £>g7 26 g4 h3+ 27 
®h2 4^f4 28 Jlb6± Saether - 
Sowray, Gausdal 1991. It is 
beginning to look as if this 


unfortunate consequences 
- 14 cS hS IS h3 £)g6 16 Hcl 
Hf7 17 a4 af8 18 £)bS a6 19 
,$>3 Hh7 20 4^c4 Qe 7 21 £a5 
hxg4 22 hxg4 ©f8 23 ®f2 
Hh2+ 24 ®el ©h6+ Daloz - 
Laclau, French League 1991; 
White managed somewhat 
better in Lobron - Renet, 
Novi Sad Ol. 1990: 14 Hcl hS 
IS h3 Bf7 16 &el &f8 17 cS 
£)g6 18 cxd6 cxd6 19 ©b3 
Hh7 20 ®g2 a6 21 a4 Qd7 22 
Qf2 gc8 23 Hhl #e8 24 ©b6 
Hg7 2S b3 £h4+ 26 £xh4 
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19 ®h2! 

Nunn must have either 
Overlooked or underesti¬ 
mated this. 19 hxgS? £jxd5! 
20 ®h2 £>xc3 21 bxc3 Qe6 
gives Black reasonable 
compensation, but after 
the text move he loses a 
piece for very little. 

19 ... 4}h7 

20 ®xh3 gS 

21 ggl Qf6 

22 ®h2 Sg7 

23 J2.fl gxh4 

24 Hxg7+ ®xg7 

25 c5! cxd5 


stirred up some trouble as 
39 5xf7 allows a perpetual 
check along the second 
rank. However, Lautier's 
next move seals Black's 
fate. 

39 #gl! &f2 

40 Sxf7 H*gl + 

41 ®h2 1-0 

41 ... Sg2+ 42 ®xh3 Hg3+ 
43 ®h2 iJgl+ 44 ®hl and the 
game is up. 

Shirov - Nunn 

Bundesllga 1991 


26 cxd6 #xd6 

27 iS.cS ftda 

28 iS.xe7 #xe7 

29 <£ixdS ©f7 

30 ,Q.h3 ®h6 

31 Hcl (16) 



Sg8 

32 Hc7 #f8 

33 J2f5 Hg7 

34 Hc8 ©f7 

35 4^cS! h3 

36 £}e6 Hg2+ 

37 ®hl J2.h4 

38 Hc7 iSg3 

t looks as if Black h 


1 d4 4^f6 

2 c4 g6 

3 £,c3 Qg7 

4 e4 d6 

5 Qe2 0-0 

6 £jf3 eS 

7 0-0 &c6 

8 dS £je7 

9 £>el £jd7 

10 £jd3 

Delaying <£y!3 in favour 
of a quick i^d2 and Hcl is an 
idea that was given a whirl 
by Miles a few years ago, 
without any great success: 
10 &d2 fS 11 Hcl &f6 (Also 
possible is 11 ... cS 12 f4 
exf4 13 &xf4 £je5 14 @d2 
fxe4 IS 4jxe4 JJfS 16 £jf2 
#b6 17 g4 &d7 18 £,ed3 
£pcd3 19 £)Xd3 Hae8oo Miles 
- Sznapik, Malta Ol. 1980) 
12 f3 c5 13 dxc6 (13 £jd3 is 
preferable) 13 ... bxc6 14 
£>d3 iS.e6 15 cS fxe4 16 fxe4 





























7 IS jjel gh8 16 @g2 ftg8 gh8 29 ©gl hxg4 
Hcl £h4 18 Hhl ®g7 19 Hh3 31 Qe2 ftxg4 
K4 ©xh4 20 ©el ©d8 21 f3+ 33 &xf3 £xg4 

l b6 22 Scgl aS 23 ©fl ftf4+ 35 ®fl Hxhl 


the c7 pawn } 21 fta4 g4 
hxg4 hxg4 23 fxg4 fth6 
©c2 fte8 25 ftcS £f6 26 © 
ftg7 27 Sc3 £h4 28 S 
Qxf2+ 29 ®xf2 ®g8 30 HI 
b6 31 ftd3 &xg4 32 £x; 
ftxg4+ 33 ®fl ®f7T Karr 
- Veingold, Tallinn 191 
and now (20): 

bl) 13 ... h5 14 h3 Hf6 1 
... Hf7 IS b4 ftf6 16 cS ft 
17 cxd6 cxd6 18 Qpl &f8 
a4 Hh7 20 aS Qd7 21 Q 
Hh6 22 ®g2 ©e7 23 Hhl © 
24 Hcl Oe7 25 ftb2 Hf8 





















16 £xg4 

16 £xg4!? hxg4 17 Qe3 A 
h3 is suggested by Piket. 

16 ... fxg4 

A vital decision which 
leads to huge complications 






















Classical 9 £)el £>d710 f. 



haIldS 26 Se6! 

Intending to meet 26 ... 
Qxe6 with 27 &xe6 Sxe6 28 
dxe6 4^h6 29 f5+-, or 27 ... 
©e7 28 £xfS gxfS 29 ®xg4+ 
winning. 

26 ... ££6 

27 ah7+ ©g7 

28 #d3 Qxeb 

29 @xc3 QjgS 

30 <2,b2 1-0 

After 30 ... £xh7 31 <^e6+ 

or 30 ... ©e7 31 Sel Black is 
utterly helpless. 


ible, but various pawn 
moves are possible: 
a) 13 b4 (24) and now: 



al) 13 ... ^eg8 14 g4 (14 






















will have no play anywhere. 
In this instance, White has 
the possibility to take an 
Immediate draw if he wi¬ 
shes) 16 gS £)h7 17 h4 £jx g 5 
18 hxgS £)xd5 19 gf2 (Cap¬ 
turing the knight allows 
Black to deliver perpetual 
check) 19 ... £>c7 (19 ... 
£ie3?! 20 Qxe3 fxe3 21 Hg2 
Rashkovsky - Tsarev, USSR 
1989) 20 Hg2 £h3 21 Hh2 


(Doing White’s work for 
him; 14 ... £^egfl A ... ^h6 
was better) IS cxdS 4jeg8 16 
4^f2! &h6 17 £xh6 £)xh6 18 
®d2 f4 19 Sfcl gS 20 h3 
<fthg8 21 <^bS £,e8 22 Hc2 
£®f6 23 Had hS 24 ®b4 
QA7 2S £|c7± Kozul - Pav- 
lovic, Yugoslavia 1988. 

b3) 13 ... aS 14 #c2 (14 g4 
c5 IS Hf2 b6 16 h4 Ha7 17 
Hh2 ®g8 18 hS fxg4 19 fxg4 
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gxhS 20 gS £)e8 21 jlxhS 
£>g6 22 £)bS Eb7 23 £g4 
<&f4 24 ^xf4 exf4 25 £xc8 
ttxc8 26 ©h5 £eS 27 ®hl± 
Kozul - Gufeld, Tbilisi 1988) 
14 ... cS IS dxc6 4^xc6 16 Qe3 
<£>d4 17 @dl Qe6 18 b3 fxe4 
19 fxe4 ftxe2+ 20 #xe2 ftg4 
21 Exf8+ £xf8 22 Sfl He7 
23 £)d5 ftxc3 24 #xe3 jigS 
25 ©f2 £h4 26 g3 J^gS 27 h4 
&xdS 28 exdS £e7 29 ©g2 
#d7 30 #e3 ©g8 31 5f3+ LB 
Hansen - Berg, Graested 
1990. 


Black centre with the aid of 
a piece sacrifice) 21 <£}b5! 
Hh7 22 £,xc 7! #xc7 (22 ... 
£ptc7 runs into a similar 
tactic, e.g. 23 cxd6 #xd6 24 
£>xeS) 23 cxd6©d8 24 £>xe5 
Eg7 2S £xf4 h5 26 £)c4 
4}xd6 27 HeS £,f7 28 &xg7+ 
ijxg7 29 f4 4^e7 30 d6 4yt> 
31 eS £,xb4 32 ifd2 4>6 33 
Qd3 bS 34 £xg6 £>7+ 35 
©h2 <^h6 36 4>3 ,£jxhl 37 
Sxhl 4^g4+ 38 £xg4 hxg4 
(It isn't every day you see 
five connected passed 



.6 20 Hhl Qf8 0d3± Ftacnik - Szna 
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Hd8 41 ®d3 Qg3 42 Hb7 ga8 
43 gb8+ gxb8 44 £)xb8 &f2 
45 £yc6 1-0 Neverov - Belov, 
Voskresensk 1990. 

c) 14 dxc6 transposes to 
b4 in the previous note. 


32 £el gf7 33 ®g2 Hg3+ 34 ; 
£xg3 Wf3* 35 ®gl 36 
®h2 m3* 37 ®gl gfl + 0-1 
Ziiger - Belotti, Mitropa 
Cup 1990) 16 gS f4 17 h4 Rf7; 
18 Hhl U.f8 19 fflgl £, g 7 20 
a.dl £)hS 21 Qe2 h6 22 ®fl 
jje7 23 J2a4 hxgS 24 hxg5 
AxgS 25 (>8! (28) 


-Is JWE 4*1 

fSV& 

m mm 




bxcS bxcS 26 Hb6 \gd8 27 
gb2 £f6 28 ®g2 &h4 29 ghl 
Qxel 30 #xel ®g7 31 #h4 
$xh4 32 gxh4 4}f7 33 Shi 
&f6 34 gb6 Hfb8 3S fflhbl 
gxb6 36 gxb6± Ftacnik - 
Geller, Sochi 1977. 

b) 14 ... £)eg8 15 ®g2 £>e8 
(15 ... h6 16 h4 fxg4 17 fxg4 
£>h7 18 Hhl a.f6 19 ®g3 {Very 
brave!) 19 ... a6 20 a3 b6 21 
b4 Ha7 22 Qe3 h5 23 g5 
£xgS 24 hxgS &xgS 25 @gl 
£)h6 26 ®h2 4^g4+ 27 Jlxg4 
&xg4 28 flf2 £xcl 29 ©xcl 
Hf3 30 ^d2 #f6 31 £g3 h4 


sition by an ambiti 
advance of his g-pawn 
gS where it is, in the 1( 
run, indefensible. Howe' 
it is difficult for Black 
undertake anything w] 
this pawn is there, and 
time and effort expen 
to capturing it leaves 
exposed in other areas 
the board) 25 ... Hg7 
^xg6 Hxg6 27 Hxh5+ <; 
28 Qc3 #e7 29 Hc2 j2,h6 
#h2 ®h7 31 4^exf4! exfl 
£ixf4 mi 33 Hf2 H« 
Qxfb @xf6 35 Hg2 ©d4 





































2) Classical 9 <£el <£d7 10 f3 f5 
11 g4 

This variation is named 1 d4 

after the American grand- 2 c4 g6 

master Pal Benko. Begin- 3 <£ic3 Qg 7 

ners must look at this 4 e4 d6 

move with astonishment, S Qe2 0-0 

as it break a number of 6 eS 

basic rules: don't make 7 0-0 <£> c & 

weakening pawn moves in 8 dS £}e7 

front of your king; don't 9 i£jel £}d7 

try to play actively where 10 f3 fS 

the opponent stands bet- 11 g4 (32) 

ter; don't waste time in the 11 g4 looks like an att 
ning and so on. Despite empt by White to puncl 














sian - Korenev, Belgorod 
1991. 

b) 11 ... hS?! 12 gS h4 13 
4^d3 f4 14 ©hi ®f7 IS cS 
Hh8 16 #b3 b6 17 cxd6 cxd6 
18 #a3 4^c5 19 £)xcS bxcS 20 
b4± Larsen - Tal, Bled 196S. 

c) 11 ... f4 12 h4 ©h8 13 
£, g 2 £,g8 14 &d2 £f6 IS £el 
Sf7 16 ©h2 ®f8 17 b4 U.d8 
18 gel a5 19 a3 axb4 20 axb4 
gS (It looks strange to 
block the kingside, but 
White's play has been very 


h6 lS£d2 £)h7 16 &el &f6 : 
®g2 jj,d7 18 b4 b6 19 bxt 
dxcS 20 a4 <£}c8 21 aS 
22 grb3- Ftacnik - Marje 
novic, Bucharest 1978. 

d2) 12 ... c6 13 £e3 (13 £)f2 
©h8 14 ©g2 #c7 15 Qe3 QA7 
16 h4 gf7 17 gel gaf8 18 
£d2 fxg4 19 fxg4 cxdS 20 
cxdS ®b6 21 £sh3 h6 22 gS 
£xh3+ 23 ©xh3 hxgS 24 
hxgSco Lukacs - Sznapik, 
Baile Herculane Zt. 1982) 13 
... ©h8 (13 ... fxe4 14 fxe4 


17 ftbl 











Slg2#f7 39 Hf2.Qd7 4 
©g7- Dzevlan - P Po| 
Yugoslavian Ch. 1991. 
b) 12£sg2 (34): 
bl) 12 ... £g8 13 £d2 
h4 <£}c5 IS Sbl £d7 II 
b6 17 b3 fxg4 18 fxg4 
19 ©xfl £jf6 (With his 





nethodically fxg4 hxg4 17 hxg4 J^xg4 
gainst the £xg4 £yxg4 19 ghl+ ^h6 
4^e2 <£ixe4! 0xh6 ^i8xh6 21 gxh6+ ® 












































(game 7). 




























b33) lS...£!g616£>d3Sf7 
17 a4 &f8 18 as bxaS (18 ... 
Bb8 19 axb6 cxb6?! 119 ... 
£)xb6! 20 4)c5 £)d7) 20 c5± 
Cebalo - Vukic, Yugoslavia 
1987) 19 BxaS (19 bxaS may 


41 ... &g3+ 42 £xg3 hxg3+ 
43 @g4 4^e7 0-1 Piket - 
Douven, Dutch Ch. 1988. 


Reykjavik 1989: 19 ... Bg7 20 
cS £jf6 21 cxd6 £xd6 22 £>cS 
£>f8 23 #b3 @e7 24 £je6 
4}xe6 2S dxe6 £xe6 26 #b7 
#e8 27 Bfdl g4 28 <2.h4 
Qc S+ 29 ®hl Ba7 30 #b2 
WhS 31 £xf6 Bg6 32 #b8+ 


As is the case in nume¬ 
rous positions in the King's 
Indian, Black can also con¬ 
sider the immediate rook 
manoeuvre 13 ... Bfh c5 
(43) and now: 
a) 14 ... a6 IS c6 (Play now 





































































9£>el4yd710f3f511£e3 S5 





























































Qxf6 gf7 26 OgS ®d7 27 H 
£)Xc5 28 bxcS #xcS 29 #e 
Korchnoi - J Polgar, Pam] 
Iona 1990/91. White h 



iation, given by Nunn, is 
very instructive; IS ... 4/f6 
16 £)xa7 g4! 17 £)Xc8 g3 18 
hxg3 4^hS 19 gxl : 4 exf4S5) IS 
... £/6 16 cS 0/8 17 cxd6 
0.xd6 (If 17 ... cxd6 18 £)bS 
and the b6-square will be 
weakened) 18 £>d3 gg7 19 
£)c5 £)f8 20 £|bS g4 21 0M 
(Much better than 21 l^fel?, 
which allowed Black to de¬ 
velop a strong attack after 
21 ... #e8 22 fxg4 £pcg4 23 
Ha3 ®fg6 24 ,Q.f3 #h6! 2S h3 


Setting Black 1 
cult problem of 
pursue his kingsii 
without getting v 
on the opposit 
Plunging in with li 
unattractive after 
hxg4 19 cxb7 0.xb7 
while waiting wi 
0/8? is similarly 
18£)bS a6 19 £}a7. 
finds an ingenious 

























4) Classical 9 4}d2 


9 4yl2 is a good choice for 
white players who want 
something that gets going 
quicker on the queenside 
than 9 <£) e l. but baulk at 
the outright aggression of 
9 b4. The knight is heading 
for an ideal post on c4 
(after cS) where it will 
pressurise the d6-pawn 
often in conjunction with 
^a3. White's play on the 
queenside comes very 
quickly and so although it 
is possible for Black to 
press ahead on the king- 
side, most players prefer 
to opt for some prophy¬ 
lactic action on the queen¬ 
side. 

There are three app¬ 
roaches to to the problem 
which White's 9th presents 
Black: 

a) 9 ... aS (Games 8 and 9). 
This slows White down by 
a tempo or two, after which 
Black will join in the race, 
hoping to have impeded 
White down sufficiently to 
keep the balance. 

b) 9 „. cS (Game 10). This 


Black plays to block the 
position and to keep White 
under control on the queen- 

c) 9 ... £)e8 and others 
(Game 11). This commences 
a very ambitious strategy. 
Despite the warning signs 
on the queenside, Black 
plays the standard kingside 

Kasparov - Smlrln 
USSR Ch. 1988 

1 d4 &f6 

2 c4 g6 

3 £jc3 Qg7 

4 e4 d6 

5 £|f3 0-0 

6 QtZ eS 

7 0-0 <£jc6 

8 dS <£je7 

9 £jd2 aS (S6) 

This is currently almost 

the main line of the King's 
Indian. All the top players 
are keen to have their say 
in the debate, the result of 
which is a host of fascina- 

10 Hbl 




Classical 9£)d2 




















































profound 


whereby 




























9£)d2 



















&a4) 16 ... gxfS 17 f4 exf4 18 
Hxf4 axb4 19 axb4 £>e7 20 
Bffl £)g6 21 4^b3 £) g 4 22 
£Jxg4 fxg4 23 4^e4 £)e5 24 
Bxf8+ ®xf8 2S Hfl #e7 26 
£)g3 ©gST Illescas - Kha- 
lifman, Manila Izt. 1990. 
d4) 14 exf5 gxf5 IS f4 (67) 

White, but it hasn't led 


Francisco 1991. 

d43) IS ... £)e7 (This is 
more flexible than the 
pawn captures and so is 
perhaps the best) 16 <£)f3 e4 
17 £*5 £)f6 18 ®hl (18 £b2 
axb4 19 axb4 c6 20 dxc6 
bxc6 21 Bfdl ®fc7 22 #d2 h6 
23 £jh3 Bd8 24 bS Qeb 25 
$re3 cS 26 #g3 Bg8 27 Bd2 










































Classical 9£)d2 





















a) 19 ... fxe4 20 fxe4 &h3 
21 Hel £h6 22 £,f3 ijxcl 23 
Hxcl ftg4 24 #d2 #e7 25 
Hbc3 h6 26 ij.fl ijxf 1 27 Hxfl 
g5 28 cxd6 cxd6 29 Qp7 
^gf6 30 £)Xg5 hxgS 31£,xa8 
£>xe4 32 H*f8+ &xf8 33 #e2 
£)hf6 34 Sa3 #c8 (The dust 


Classical 9£)d2 75 

is pretty unpleasant for 
Black, although the re¬ 
sourceful Judith broke out 
and won in her opponent's 
time trouble. 

c) 19 ... £>xg3!? (This is 
highly speculative, but 
Black may have generated 















vulnerability of 








































































Classical 9<£)d2 83 


these conditions, con¬ 
structive waiting moves 
become highly attractive, 
as they allow the balance 
to be kept while maintain¬ 
ing the ability to respond 
quickly to changing cir¬ 
cumstances. The move ... 
©h8 fits the bill very well 
for Black as the king is 
iliehtlv safer here and the 


b2) IS exfS gxfS 16 f4 
exf4 17 Hxf4 ftg6 18 Sfl 
£d7 19 £d3 iJeS 20 £>e2± 
Brunner - Frick, Bern Zt. 
1990. 

b3) IS f3 <&f6 (IS ... £,g8 
16 exfS gxfS 17 f4 e4 18 Wei 
Hf6 19 £)dl gh6 20 g3 aS 21 
£tc3 a4 22 Hxg7+ <gxg7 23 
£*al Hg6 24 ©f2 ^f6oo 









... £jf6 IS £d3 (This 
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4}c3 Qg7 

e4 0-0 

Qe2 d6 

&f3 eS 

0-0 

dS 4}e7 

&d2 ( 88 ) 














is more cautious; Boensch 
- Lautier, Terrassa 1991 
continued 10 ... cxdS 11 cxdS 
£)e8 12 £>c4 fS 13 exfS gxfS 
14 f4 £jg6 IS fxe5 dxeS 16 
£e3 Jld7 17 ®hl ®h8 18 a4 
b6 19 #d2 Sc8 20 b3±; 10 
5bl may well be the best 
reply to 9 ... c6, e.g. 10 ... b5 
11 dxc6 b4 12 4^dS 4^xc6 13 
4^xf6+ &xf6 14 £)f3 £g4 IS 
4>1 He6 16 £}c2 Sc8 17 b3± 
Sher - Gallagher, Hastings 
Challengers 1989/90. White 
will always have a small 
advantage with this pawn 
structure) 10 ... aS 11 bxaS 



al) 12 \gfc2 cS 13 <Qb3 ©d3 
14 a4 £,d7 IS £e3 (IS £d2 fS 
16 f3 f4 17 a5 h5 18 £,a4 Ha6 
{Preventing £)b6} 19 Sfbl gS 
20 £)d £jg6 21 Sa3 Uf6 22 
ftd3 gfe8 23 HbS Sf 7 24 #b2 
Sg7 2S £\f2 Ah4T Ftacnik - 


the play after 10 b4 a5, 
perhaps 10 5bl should 
preferred. 

b) 9 ... £}d7 is an indica- 

















Classical 9£>d2 

12 f3 f4 13 £sc4 gS (90) deviates from 18 cxd6 whch 











































5) Classical 9 b4 and others 


This amounts to a blunt 1 d4 £}f6 

declaration of intent. Not 2 c4 g6 

wishing to expend time re- 3 £>c3 Qg7 

routing the king’s knight, 4 e4 d6 

White commences the S Qe2 0-0 

queenside advance. How- 6 £}f3 eS 

ever, this impatience per- 7 0-0 £jc6 

mits Black to move his own 8 dS £,e7 (95) 







these games, and ©f6 14 f3 c6 IS <£|ge4 £h3 16 
;ral playable ways gf2 cxdS 17 4}xf6+ £xf6 18 
■t. ftxdS QgS 19 £e4 gc8 20 b3 

4 a5 (Black should £xcl 21 gxcli Larsen - 
' avoid 9 ... £jhS 10 Nunn, Hastings 1987/88) 10 
l a useful space a4 <10<g^gl?! [very odd) 10 ... 
;e on the queen- £yl7 11 g4 fS 12 f3 4}g8 13 
£}el <£)d7 11 Qe3 fS £e3 £h6 14 Qf2 aS IS a3 
:S! (it is best for ■flcSF Kanko - Hazai, Hel- 
challenge on the sinki 1989) 10 ... aS 11 ga3 
e, as allowing £>fg8 12 £el fS 13 £)d3 £\f6 



- Hennigan, Oakham 1990) 
IS #xd3 axb4 16 £>bS ©h8 17 
@b3 £,g8 18 #xb4 4^f6?l 
(Kasparov prefers 18 
fxe4! 19 fxe4 gxfl* 20 gxfl 
Hh6!) 19 exfS gxfS 20 £gSco 
Korchnoi - Kasparov, Bar- 

b) 9 ©hi ®h8!? (a cheeky 
move!; 9 ... £)h5 10 g3 fS is 


This is a slightly more con¬ 
structive waiting move 
than 9 a4 and 9 ©hi; White 
intends a quick gel and 
play can continue: 9 ... 4}h5 
(9 ... £;e8 10 4jel fS 11 &d3 
f4 12 gel gf7 13 cS &f8 14 
£g4 ,Qxg4 IS #xg4 h5 16 
#dl g g 7 17 f3 g5 18 cxd6 
cxd6-/4 Lechtynsky - Firt, 


playable, but White should Brno 1990 was instructive. 















Ree - Riemersma, Dutch 
Ch. 1987; whilst 11 £)h4?! is 
a peculiar move: 11 ... £)f6 12 
f3 c6 13 ©hi f4 14 g4 hS IS 
gS 4^h7 16 ggl= Utemov - 
Timoshenko, Podolsk 1990) 

U...£)xfS12£|e4 (97). 

Black has no problems 
here, e.g. 

cl) 12 ... #e8 13 Sel £)f6 
14 Qd3 4^xe4 IS ^xe4 ^h6 
16 £>g5 ftgl 17 .Qf3 £tf6 18 
Qe3 h6 19 £)e4 £fS± Ute¬ 
mov - Shekachov, Moscow 


Zee 1991. White has big 
problems in the centre and 
on the long diagonal, 
d) 9$gS (98): 
dl) 9 ... £>hS 

dll) 10 g3 h6 (10 ... f6 11 
Hd2 fS transposes to a line 
from 9 £d2(-), but Wat¬ 
son’s method may be even 
better) 11 £d2 &h3 12 gel fS 
13 £>h4 £>f6 14 exfS gS IS 
<^lg6 4^xg6 16 fxg6 flfS 17 
ile3 gfe8 18 cS a6 19 gel 
&xg6T Bern - Watson, 







£xg4 ^ xg 4 2S 

1 26 #d3 1-0. 

£}d7 10 £)d2 fS 11 

2 f4 h6 (12 ... <£}f6 
U Gelfand - Gri- 
1989) 13 ^h4 £}f6 

















9 ... £)hS 

a) 9 ... £jd7 and now: 
al) 10 Qa3 fS 11 cS £>f6 12 
cxd6 cxd6 13 <£)g5 fxe4 14 
£lgxe4 &fS IS £>xf6 + Sxf6 
16 4>4 gf7 17 bS QF8 18 £b2 
QA7 19 a4 #h4 20 &d3 Se8 
21 Qc I ■*-% Karpman - 
Akopian, Minsk 1990. 

a2) 10 £d2 fS 11 4^g5 £>f6 
12 F3 c6 13 cS (this is very 
odd, why not 13 ©b3?) 13 ... 


queensiae, Dut mack seems 
to have decided to re¬ 
nounce his traditional 
kingside counterplay) 11 
dxc6 £|xc6 12 .QgS ©xaS 13 
£1x16 $xc3 14 #xd6 £Je6 IS 
Qg5 Sa6 16 cS gxa2 17 gxa2 
£5.xa2 18 #d2 ^xd2 19 £,xd2 
4^14. 20 £c4 _Qxc4 21 4>c4 
Sc8- Bonin - Ree, New 
York 1985. 

b2) 10 ^Ja3 axb4 11 £Jxb4 
£)d7 12 a4 £h6 (The game 






18 cS lgh4 19 @rbl 4 jxc 5 
£)bxc5 dxcS 21 QxcS £>d4 
0c4 OfS 23 f3 0xe4 24 f> 


Qa3 &h6 14 cS &xd2 IS g(xd2 
4^xe4 16 4^xe4 fxe4 17 Had 
&h3 18 Hfdl £}fS 19 £b2 e3! 
20 fxe3 £,xg3 21 hxg3 #gS 





































dxe6 d5 17 &b2 #b6 18 4>4 ®h8 16 gfdl gcS 17 £ 

@d6 19 £)CS b6 20 f4 bxcS 21 %-% Skembris - Ivanoi 

fxeS @b6 22 exf6 c4+ 23 ®hl Novi Sad Ol 1990) 13 ... a> 


cxb3 and Black went on to 14 cxd6 cxd6 IS ®fb3 £Jg4 
win, Djuric - Byrne, New Hc7 ge8 17 gfcl £>f5 
York 1990. ®xb4 gxa2 19 exfS gaxe2 

11 £xf4 exf4 20 fxg6 hxg6 21 #xf4 £d7 

12 gel (105) 22 £>xd6 #xc7 23 @xf7+ 

12 m2 fS (Black falls a ®h7 24 #xg7+ ®xg7 2S 







Classical 9 b4 and others 


Skembris - Milos, 
Sad Ol. 1990) 14 £>c4 
here we see Black's 
■native plan to that of 
5 and ... <£,g6: he tries 
undermine the white 
re) IS £d3 fxe4 16 £xe4 
17 gel <£)h4 18^f3^xc3 
xc3 @f6 20 Hc2 £fS 21 
Sae8 22 QxfS @gS!+ 


White is slightly better,! 
but starts to go astray. The 
right idea was 22 g4! fxg3 
23 fxg3 3ce8 24 4>d4, con- ' 
solidating the fS outpost. 

22 ... hS 

23 £>f3 3ce8 

24 cxd6 cxd6 

25 3c77! 

White should mount a 




























Hxdl Hd8 IS ^JJbS± Speel- 
man - Nunn, Hastings 
1987/88,13 ... a6 is okay for 
Black. 

b) 10 c5!? has been tried 
recently. White plans \^fb3 
with uncomfortable pres¬ 
sure against b7 and f7. 
Some examples: 

bl) 10 ... 4}g4?! (This gets 
Black into a tangle) 11 Qe S 
f6 12 <ld2 fth6 (12 ... fS 13 
4}g5 is bad for Black, but 
maybe 12 ... ©h8 is play¬ 
able, e.g. 13 #cl f5 14 &gS 
#d7 IS QbS f4 16 h3 <^f6 17 


mo 1991. i 

b3) 10 ... h6 11 h3 (This is i 
rather slow; 11 ©b3 is arij 
alternative, and if 11 ... <£}g4 i 
12 Hadl ©e7 13 £}d5) 11 ..if 
Qeb 12 #a4 @c8 13 Hfdl a6 | 
14 £jdS ^hS IS £;h2 ©h7 16 j 
&g4 j2.xg4 17 hxg4 4^f4 18 
4^xf4 exf4 19 ^xf4 £xb2 20 
Babl Qg7 21 4^f3 #xg4 22! 
Bxb7 £)d4- Boensch ■*; 
Volke, German Ch. 1991. | 

c) 10 #xd8 and now the; 
recapture with the rook 
gives White a slight edge,; 
but taking with the knight 















Amsterdam O 
... £jd7 19 bS 
£,c5 21 bxc6 
bxaS 23 4^f6+ 
£jxb7 2S <^d7 I 
27 cxd6 Hxd7 





























#a4 &h8 14 &bS Qd7 IS Bdl 
&c8 16 ©a3 tfg4 17 £xc6 
bxc6 18 £y>2 4^f7 19 h3 j2.e6 
20 &a4 #b7 21 b3± D Gure- 















;4 14 £)Xh2 13 ©xh2 fxgS 14 <2,xgS 

ening h6 IS J2.e3 £>g8 16 Shi <2/6 17 
e bi- Wd2 QgS 18 jJxgS hxgS 19 
right. g3± Miles - Ye, Beijing 


























2 ... £>f6 

3 exfS gxfS 

4 f4 ei 


general principle 






















7) Classical 7 ... 4^bd7 


Many players like to play popular 8 ^e3 (game IS). 8 



positional simplicity of the sidered elsewhere, 
main lines with 7 ... <£}c6. In 
these variations. Black is Game 14 

often obliged to burn his Ftacnlk-Nunn 


boats early on, and if Gjovlk 1983 




















Classical 7... £)bd7 



































... Qg 4 causes problems) 16 
... 4id6 17 Hfel <afe8 18 a4 
Qg4 19 £|h4 £,c7 20 4}bS 
4^cxbS 21 axbs a6 22 bxa6 
Hxa6 23 Bb2 Hfa8 24 Bebl 
#d8 25 £c3± Cebalo-Daml- 
janovic, Yugoslavia 1988. 

9 ... exd4 

9 ... #e7 10 d5 (10 Bbl a5 
110 ... exd4 11 4)xd4 <Qc5 12 
f3£)hS 13 &d2Bd8 H&fl aS 
IS m2Be8 16 g4 <£>f6 17 £f4 
£)fd7 18 3d2 4)eS 19 Bbdl 
&f6 20 <&g3± Azmajpa- 
rashvili - Vogt, Berlin 1989 } 
11 b3 £)h5 12 g3 ge8 { Open- 


merely getting in the way. 
Some examples of play 
(124): 






^a4 a6 16 &d2 ga7 17 £>h4 
4^g4 18 gb8 <3.d7 19 ©b3± 
Lputian - Soltis, New York 
Open 1990. 

b) 11 h3 4>8?! 12 g4! (A 



always a danger that It will 
lead to Black losing con¬ 
trol of the light squares > 17 
£>xe4 fS 18 £sc3 £>xe2+ 19 
©xe2 f4 20 4^fl fxg3 21 
<&xg3 jj.d7 22 &ge4± Sma- 
gin - Kochiev, Voronezh 
1987) IS ... hS! (Sharply 


d3) 11 ... £)b8?! (This is 
one way of dealing with the 
awkward queen's knight, 
but it loses a lot of time) 
12 £>h4 4>8 13 Qd3 4>6 14 
a3 Qd7 IS gbl f6 16 gel gf7 
17 £)dl? (After this, White 
loses control. 17 f4! looks 





4)bd7 






































Classical 7... £)bd7 







































possible here: cxdS 13 £}db5 dxe4 14 £}d6 

a) 8 ... a6 9 dxeS dxeS 10 Hf8 IS fxe4 £>eS 16 ®hl Qeb 
b4 £jg4 11 QgS f6 12 (±<32 17 Hadl, Naumkin - Perel- 

£>h6 13 c5 c6 14 ©b3+ ®h8 IS stein, Budapest 1989, and 
5adl ©e7 16 ^xh6 (Unusual, now assesses the continua- 
but it gains White several tion 17 ... ®fe7?! 18 QcS as ±) 























1989. 10 h3 &e7 11 ®fc2 £,hf 

i £h4 £>h6 11 #d2 (11 SI'el £)f4 13 &fl £>e6 14 l 


#c2 Qhb 18 Hfdl &xe6+ Fyllingen - Dji 
|e8 20 .Qc4 £}f8- huus, Gausdal 1991. 

- Zapata, Thes- b) 9 £>el exd4 10 &x 
. 1988) 11 ... £jf7 Ie8 11 f3 &h6 12 £>c2 £)hS 
(12 ... aS 13 dxeS g3 £>c5 14 ^xcS dxcS 
2 b6 IS cS bxcS 16 «fxd8 gxd8 16 Hfdl 0e6 






















































Classical 7... 4)bd7 12S 
















8) Classical 7 ... 4^a6 and others 


The last two years have 

surge of interest in this 
move. The idea is to play In 
similar style to the 7 ... 
4}bd7 variations and there 
are clearly possibilties for 
transposition after a se¬ 
quence with ... exd4 and ... 
£)c5. The main advantage of 
placing the knight on a6 as 
opposed to d7 is that the 
queen's bishop is not 
blocked in. This means that 
Black does not have to rush 
into capturing on d4 in 
order to free the queenside, 
but can wait to see where 
the white pieces go. 

The classical players of 
the 1920s, such as Tarrasch, 
would probably pronounce 
Black's game to be lost 
after 7 ... <£>a6, but the 
move has been played at 
the highest levels and is 
clearly a viable interpreta¬ 
tion of the King's Indiem. 

Game 16 

Karpov - Kasparov 
World Championship (7) 
New York 1990 


1 d4 £)f6 

2 c4 g6 

3 <&c3 £g7 

4 e4 d6 

5 £,f3 0-0 

6 Qe2 eS 

7 0-0 (140) 



7 ... £>a6!7 

a) 7 ... ,Qg4 is a rarity. 

Black has an understand¬ 
able desire to simplify the 
position, but this exchan¬ 
ges off his good bishop. 
White should have little 
difficulty maintaining an 
edge, e.g. 8 dS cS 9 Hbl 
£xf3 10 £xf3 £)bd7 11 £g5 
a6 12 ®fe2 #c7 13 a3 Sac8 14 
h4 hS IS g3 ©h7 16 £)dl Hh6 
17 4}e3± Krasenkov - 

Yanvarjov, Moscow 1991. 

b) 7 ... ©e7 8 dxeS dxeS 




trapped with Qfl) 10 £}d5 
4>6 11 <£>d2 i£id7 (Keeping 
the tension. 11 ... c6 12 
£>xf6+ ^xf6 13 cS!± was the 
alternative) 12 #a4 jjb7 13 
©a3 f5!? (Loosening, but it 
gains Black counterplay) 14 
cS &xdS IS ^xa6 f4 16 exdS 
fxe3 17 fxe3 <&xcS 18 #c4 


el) 9 ... £>h5 and now: 
ell) 10 g4!? £)f6 (10 ... 
c5!? 11 <£c2 &eS!? 12 @el {If 
12 gxhS Black has at least a 
draw with 12...£xh2*) 12 ... 
£jf4 13 ftdS gS 14 £jxf4 
gxf4 IS ®hl ®h8 16 Sgl Bg8 
17 Qd2 @f6 18 Qc3 ^c6 19 
,£xeS dxeS 20 b4co/- Gia- 









































and gives Black what he 
wants. More testing is 12 
fif3) 12 h3?! 4^h7! 13 £)c2 
©h4!? 14 #xd6 ficS 15 &dl 
£,c5 16 fie3 Hd8 17 ©e2 £jd3 
18 Hedl 4>b2 19 gxd8+ 
®xd8 20 Bxb2 fixc3- Fiket 
- Khalifman, Wijk aan Zee 
1991. Another way for Black 
to excecute his plan was 13 
■••£> gS. 

b33) 9 fifl fig4 (9 ... exd4 
10 £>xd4 £,g4 11 h3 ©b6 


after which White could 
make no headway in Shirov 
- Epishin, Tbilisi 1989, i.e. 
11 fig5 gfd7 12 fie2 fixf3 13 
fixf3®h8 14 a3 <£g8 IS .fig 4 
f5 16 exfS gxfS 17 fih3 #f7 
18 f4 4^e7 19 fxeS fixe5 20 
Old! Hae8 21 gfl #g6 22 gf3 
fig7 23 gafl 4^c7 24 fih4 
fih6 25 #c2 f4 26 ©b3 4>->6) 
11 fie2 a5 12 fig5 (12 h3 fid7 
13 dxc6 fixc6 14 fifl £sa6 15 
fig5 h6 16 fih4 gS 17 fig3 


















tive play, but the position 
does not really justify it. 
The following are prefer- 


















































9) Classical 7 &e3 


7 <3,e3 gives rise to the 
variation named sifter the 
Yugoslav grandmaster Svet- 
ozar Gligoric. White avoids 
being immediately coerced 
into the advance dS and, by 
keeping the situation tem¬ 
porarily fluid, makes it 
more difficult for Black to 
formulate a clear-cut plan. 

The drawback is that the 
bishop is something of a 
target on e3 and Black can 
exploit this by gaining time 
with ... <£}g4, simultaneous¬ 
ly freeing the way for the 
f-pawn to advance. White 
hopes that such play will 
prove premature, and that a 
chance will arise to exploit 
the awkward placing of the 
knight on g4. If Black does 


ilities between the two, but 
here White is usually look¬ 
ing to make use of the fact 
that he has not yet castled. 

Game 17 investigates 7 ... 
exd4 and other, less pop¬ 
ular, alternatives, while in 
game 18 we examine the 
favoured choice 7 ... <£}g4. 

Karpov - Kasparov 
World Championship (11) 
New York 1990 

1 d4 &f6 

2 c4 g6 

3 £>c3 Qg7 

4 e4 d6 

5 £f3 0-0 

6 Qe2 eS 

7 Qe3 (152) 

5 


















here. Whatever it is, it cer¬ 
tainly doesn't work!) 10 ... 
£|f6 11 dxc6 bxc6 12 ©d2 
fxe4 13 £xf6 £xf6 14 <^xc4 
&f5 IS £)xf6+ ®xf6 16 Sdl 
Sd8_17 ttgS ®g7 18 0-0 
4}a6+ Fishbein - Dolmatov, 
Beer-Sheva 1991) 9 ... f6 10 
ilh4 4>6 11 4^d2 4^h6 12 a3 
4^f7 13 f3 Qhb 14 jjf2 fS IS 
#c2 £d7 16 b4 cS 17 Hbl b6 











































Classical 7£e3 


forced into contortions to 
defend the e-pawn. Two 
examples: 8 ... exd4 9 £yxd4 
Se8 10@c2 @e7 11 £f3 cS 12 
£)b3 (12 <&de2 £)c6 13 @d2 
Qeb 14 b3 ®h7 IS Hdl Had8 
16 g3 a6T Hort - Nunn, Kre- 
feld Open 1986) 12 ... £,c6 13 
0-0 Qe6 14 4^dS QxdS IS 
exdS 4>5 16 Qe2 bS 17 Hadl 
ftxc4 18 £xc4 bxc4 19 <^aS 
c3 20 bxc3 @644 A Sokolov 
- Shchekachev, Jurmala 1991. 

d3) 8 0-0 £)g4 9 &cl £)c6 
(9 ... 4^d7 is unambitious 
and will transpose to fam- 


but it looks attractive. 
Black avoids the rigid pawn 
structure that he is saddled 
with in the main lines, e.g. 
12 4VI3 I124)c2 cS! 13 f3 £)h6 
14 f4 exf4 IS £xf4 F6 16 Bbl 
h4 17 &tel gS 18 Jjd2 aS! 
Wells- Uhlmann, Graz 1991. 
White is locked out on the 
queenside > 12 ... fS 13 exfS 
£ixfS 14 h3 £jf6 IS jjg5 @e8 
16 £f3 £)d4 17 Qe4 QfS 18 
£xf5 gxfS 19 ^e3 cS- Prze- 
woznik - Sznapik, Polish 
Ch. 1990) 12 £xg4 fxg4 (1S6) 
reaching the following po- 




























Qe6 (160) 




























































Classical 7&e3 149 



#e8 14 £}d5 #f 7 IS 0-0 £yl8 
16 ira3 £je6 17 gfel ge8 18 
iSg3 Qd7 19 cS c6 20 <£>3 
®fe7- Azmaiparashvili - 
Reyes, Toledo 1991) 12 ... 
#e7 13 b4 £e6 14 £,dS? (This 

is a good idea, but the tim¬ 

ing is completely wrong; 
White lacks the develop¬ 
ment to support this ad¬ 
vance) 14 ... j[^xd5 IS exdS 
e4! 16 dxc6 exf3 17 gxf3 £)fS 
18 &g3 gad8 19 #b3+ ®h8 
20 gdl gfe8-+ Tisdall - 
Hebden, London (Watson, 
Farley & Williams) 1990. 
c2) 10 dS 4^e7 U<^d2: 
c21) 11 ... fS7! leads to 


structures familiar from 
the 7 ... h6 variation, but 
here Black is unable to 
generate serious counter¬ 
play, e.g. 12 £xg4 fxg4 13 
HgS h6 (13 ... ®h8 14 0-0 
&f6 IS &e3 £, g 8 16 cS QgS 17 
£xg5 #xgS 18 cxd6 cxd6 19 
£)c4 #e7 20 ©b3 gd8 21 f4+ 
Damljanovic - Matkovic, 
Yugoslav Ch. 1991) 14 &e3 b6 
IS 0-0 gS 16 b4 £)g6 17 c5 


£>h4 18 ^c4 gf4 (Black tries 
to lure White into compli¬ 
cations, but White sensibly 
ignores the bait) 19 gel £f8 
20 a4 gb8 21 4^bS± Brenn- 
inkmeijer - van Wely, Wijk 
aan Zee 1990. 

c22) 11 ... 4^h6 12 f3 (12 
g4!? c6 13 f3 £>f7 14 #c2 a6 

15 a4 #c7 16 aS fS 17 &f2 
Hh6 18 £b6 @b8 19 ggl fxg4 
20 fxg4 £f4 21 h4 &d7 22 
b4co Ivanchuk - Yermolin- 
sky, Frunze 1988) 12 ... gS 
(12 ... fS 13 b4?! {This is 
careless and allows imme¬ 
diate equality. Correct was 

13 £f2) 13 ... fxe4 14 fxe4 
gf4 IS Qf2 £)g4 16 <2.xg4 
'h-'h Marin - Kr Georgiev, 
StaraZagora 1990) 13£f2 fS 

14 cS (14 h4!7 g4 IS fxg4 
4)xg4 16 Qxgi fxg4 17 £le3 
cS 18 g3 a6 19 a4 ®h8 20 gfl 
b6 21 gbl £g8 22 gxf 8 &xf 8 
23 b4± Magerramov - Bolo- 
gan, USSR Team Ch. 1991) 
14 ... £)g6 IS cxd6 cxd6 16 
£jc4 £sf4 17 0-0 g4 18 fxg4 
&xe2+ 19 ®fxe2 £}xg4 20 
exfS 4>tf2 21 gxf2 £xfS 22 
gafl Qgb 23 4>4 gxf2 24 
gxf2± I Sokolov - P Cram- 
ling, Haninge 1989. 

10 £g3 £)h6 (16S) 

11 h3 

11 dxeS dxeS (11 ... fxeS?! 
is nearly always a doubtful 
recapture: 12 h4 g4 13 <£)h2 
Qeb 14 4^dS WA7 IS £je3 4}c6 

16 £jhxg4 4}xg4 17 £(xg4 
4^d4 18 0-0 ®h8 19 ®h2 0h6 






































10) Classical 7 d5 and others 










154 Classical 7 dS and others 


a) 9 ... He8 10 £}d5 £>xd5 fxe6 27 Hd2 Bf8+ 

11 cxds c6 12 ,Qc4 cxd5 13 Korchnoi - Kasparov, Til- 
^Jxd5 £yi7 14 £,d2 ftcS 15 burg 1991. 

0-0-0 £,e6 16 £e3 £*f4 17 b2) 12 ... <&xe4 13 £}xe4 

a.xf4 exf4 18 f3 &e6= QxeS 14 ftf6+ £xf6 15 £xf6 
P Cramling - Gallagher, Biel 16 Qf3 J3hFS 17 nhdl 

































































































11) Classical others 

























. The pawn temporarily Whi 











































































































(This, in combination with 
Black's eighteenth move, 
constitutes a remarkably 


gxh3 £>xh3+ 16 ®g2 £jxf2 17 a) 13 Sel ®ff7 14 a3 £)c5 15 

$fbl e4 18 £sg3 ©d7 19 &xf2 £xc5 bxcS 16 b4 cxb4 17 
Hxf2+ 20 ®xf2 @h3 21 #xe4 axb4 a6 18 #c2 £)hS 19 bS± 
£}c5 22 #e7 (Here Black Anastasian - Kuzmin, Bla- 
could play 22 ... £d4+ 23 goveshchensk 1988. Black's 
®f3 gf8+ which would play is rather passive in 























10 ... #h4 11 £f4 <^eS 12 b3 
1 d4 £>f6 13 Scl fS 14 @d2 We7 IS 

g6 Seel &d7 16 QgS Qff, 17 


2 c4 



















avska Sobota 1990) 8 0-0 f5 
9 exfS gxfS 10 f 4 &d7 11 Hbl 
exf4 12 ftxf4 &xf4 13 £xf4 
4^eS- Byrne - Weinstein 
USA Ch. 1960/61. 

d) 6 ... <£}c6 7 0-0 <£yl7 8 
Qe 3 eS 9 d5 £)d4 10 jjxd4 
exd4 11 <&bS 4>S 12 <&bxd4 
cS 13 dxc6 bxc6 14 Scl £a6 
with sufficient play for the 

PaWn 5 ... 0-0 

6 <&g3 &c6 


is not going to alter the 
basic features of the posi¬ 
tion, e.g. 8 ... a6 9 @g5 h6 10 
£e3 cxdS 11 cxdS £)bd7 12 
0-0 bS 13 a3 £|b6 14 b3 £>fd7 
IS &c2 £b7± Novikov - S 
Ivanov, Tuzla 1989. Black 
has misplayed the position 
and is left without a con¬ 
structive plan - there is no 
way to take the initiative 
on the queenside, and ... fS 
is going to be very difficult 



















































12) Saemisch Panno 








&b2£>d71 
ed in Chev 












































































©h7 33 Eg3 4}g4 34 &f8 1-0 
Christiansen - Nunn, Bun- 
desliga 1988. 

b) lO^dSbS 11 cxbS ( 218 ) 





















































188 Saemisch Panno 

axbS 16 £,xbS dS 17 &xcS the possibility of ... cS and 
dxe4 18 £xf8 #xf8 19 #d6 is therefore more accurate 
exf3 20#xf8* ®xf8 21 gxf3 than 12 Qe2 cS 13 <£,c2 Qeb 
£)dS 22 ®f2 £,f4 23 a4 <lxb2 14 £ja3 £)c6 IS 0-0 £jd7 16 
24 Sabi Qfb 25 h4 ge8 26 f4 4^d4 17 Qd3 b5co Beliav- 
X3.fl gc8 27 ®e3 £)dS+ 28 sky - Hjartarson, Reykjavik 
®d2 gd8 29 ®el ga8 30 Qb3 1991. 

&xh4+ 31 ®fl £xh3+ 32 It is interesting to note 
gxh3 gxa4 33 £>d6 hS 34 that following their en- 
gh2 XJ.e7 3S gd2 £se3+ 36 counters against Nunn, Bel- 
®e2 XS.xd6 37 gxd6 £)fS 38 iavsky stayed true to the 
gd7 gf4 39 gbb7 £*14+ 'h-'h white side, but Hjartarson 



16 eS £)d7 17 f4 f6 18 exf6 14 cxb5 

4^xf6 19 gdl g(d7 20 0-0± White’s most consistent 
Beliavsky - Nunn, Reykjavik course - all alternatives are 
1988. inferior: 14 b3?! graS IS 0-0 

b22) 14 0-0 bS 15 b3 bxc4 b4 16 £)bl cS; 14 f4? b4! IS 
16 bxc4 #a5 (16 ... cS 17 Qe3 fxeS bxc3 16 gfc2 £)g4!; and 
£jd7 18 gabl± Petursson - 14 0-0?! cS 15 £)b3 b4 16 4}bl 

Timoshenko, Moscow GMA Jle6 17 gel #c7. 

1989) 17 gacl gfd8 18 ®hl 14 ... axbS 

cS 19 Qe3 #a3 20 gc2 £sd7 IS b4 

21 f4- Hjartarson - Nunn, White should avoid 15 
Rotterdam 1989. 0-0 b4 16 £}bl d5+ but has 

12 gdl two other choices here 

















Black has to play actively orts were rewarded with 
to stay in the game. Passive success: 17 ... ^aS 18 gbl 
options to avoid are: £jc4 19 &xc4 bxc4 20 #xd6 

a) IS ... £d7?! 16 £,c2 £>e8 £>g4 21^d2^eS 22 #dS #a7 

17 0-0 #e7 18 Hfel fS 19 f4 23 fxg4 £xc3 24 @gS ^xd2 + 
4^g4 20 £xg4 fxg4 21 eS! 2S #xd2 ge8 26 #f4 c3 27 
Webb - Kondali, Corr 1983. ©e2 #d4 0-1 Xu Jun - Bel- 

b) IS ... #c7 16 0-0 Qd7 17 otti, Novi Sad Ol 1990. Nev- 

Hcl. ertheless, by replying to 17 

16 £sc2 ... #aS with 18 &cdS £e6 19 

This is doubtless best if 0-0 £xd5 20 £}xd5 ^xd2 21 
only because Beliavsky re- 4^xf6+ £xf6 22 gxd2 White 








































































>lugaevsky - 

















































13) Saemisch Orthodox 






11 £>bd7 

































exposed on aS: 10 ©bl! bS 11 
cxb5 (11 is also good 
for White) 11... cxbS 12 £)d5 
#xd2 13 £}e7+ ®h8 14 gxd2 
£b7 IS 4^c3 a6 16 Qe2 b4 17 
4^a4 Hfe8 18 dxeS £pce4 19 
exd6 4>d2+ 20 iixd2 Qcb 21 
jjdl ilb5 22 £xb4 aS 23 ,Qa3 
lieS 24 £b3 ga6 25 Hdl ©g7 
26 £>dS Hxd6 27 <^ac3 £xa3 
28 £>xb5 ge2 29 £)xa3 ga7 
30 4^bS Hb7 31 £)d6 Hb8 32 
£>f4 He7 33 j&xf7 ftcS 34 
12.C4 4>4 3S Jibs £>cS 36 a4 
1-0 Murey - Gallagher, Lon¬ 
don (Haringey) 1988. It is 
important for White to play 
11 cxbS before £}d5 because 
If 11 £)dS £)xdS 12 #xaS 
4}xe3, followed by ... £)Xc4, 


a) 10 h4 bS 11 hS #aS 12 
£h6 12xh6 (12 ... b4 13 £)bl 
txa2 14 <£jg3 exd4 15 £jfS?! 
{Beliavsky gives 15 Qxg7 
<2?xg7 16 $xd4 as winning 
for White, whilst 15 ... (£)cS 
fails to 16 &h6) IS ... £|c5co 
Murey - Apicella, Paris 1991) 
13 gfxh6 b4 14 £|bl #xa2 IS 
4^g3 £>b6? 16 cS £jc4 17 
Sd2+ Beliavsky - Timman, 
Linares 1991. 

b) 10 g4 bS 11 cS l©aS 12 
cxd6 4>8 13 dxeS b4 14 f4 
bxc3 IS #xc3 #xc3+ Lev - 
Dannevig, Gausdal 1991. 

10 ... bS 

11 £scl (249) 

This is a very subtle 
move that prevents Black 


















IS &f2! 

This is a particularly fine 
move by Ivanchuk. The re¬ 
mainder of this game is a 
thematic exploitation of 
Black's dark square wea¬ 
knesses. 

15 ... Be8 

16 g3 £>fB 

17 Qe 2 £|e6 

18 Bhdl £f8 

19 a3 Bd8 

20 Bxd8 ®xd8 


commend that Black should 
take the option to trans¬ 
pose into the Gligoric sys¬ 
tem by playing 8 ... exd4. 

Game 30 

Karpov - Kasparov 
World Championship (21) 
Lyons 1990 

1 d4 &f6 

2 c4 g6 

3 <&c3 Qg7 














































©c4 Qf4 19 £) 
Inaak - Djurhui 
1 Ol. 1990) 10 
®xd2 Mi 12 6\g 


















































































































nan - Kasparov 
(Immopar) 1991 



























a) 14 ... 4}df6 IS iJgS #fe8 
16 @c2 ®h8 17 &xfS ^xfS 18 
©xf5 £,xdS 19 #d3 £>hf4 20 
4^xf4 £jxc3 21 bxc3 exf4 22 





































































216 Saemisch Orthodox 


Ivanchuk) 11 ... £jbd7 12 b4 
£)hS 13 0-0 £jf4 14 ©hi Hb8 
IS Hbl &o6 16 QbS cxb4 17 
Hxb4±/± Razuvaev - Uhl- 
mann, Dortmund 1991. 

c) 9 #d2 bxc4 10 £xc4 cS 
(10 ... £b7 11 £>ge2 cxdS 12 
£}xd5 £)bd7 13 £,er:3± Ward 
- Kotronlas, Stockholm 
1988) 11 £sge2 4}bd7 12 0-0 
Hb8 13 Habl £)e8 14 a3 £)b6 
15 £d3 C4 16 Qc2 Qd7 17 f4± 


jjb7 14 Qei) 12 0-0 £)b6 13 
QgS <£jbxd5 14 £)xd5 £xdS 
IS 4}c3 ®rb6+ 16 ©hi £b7 17 
£xf6 (3,xf6 18 £e4 with 
central control. The point 
of Black's 10th move here 
is to wrench open the dark- 
squared diagonal for his 
king's bishop, while the 
white king is still stuck in 
the centre. 

In the main game, Ka- 



































































his position. Ultimately in 
such situations, the player 















14) Saemisch others 


















game was subsequently 
voted the best of the year 
by the Informator panel. 
However, later In the tour¬ 
nament Timman Improved 
on White's play with 9 
^gSO) and after 9 ... a6 10 
f4 £jed7 11 £sf3 bS 12 cxbS 
axbS 13 .QxbS, Black was a 
pawn down for not much 
compensation, but managed 


cl) 7 #d2 cS 8 £>ge2 £,c6 
9 dS £>e5 10 £)g3 e6 (10 ... hS 
11 Qe2 h4 12 £)fl a6 13 ^h6co 
Shirov) 11 £e2 exdS 12 cxdS 
a6 13 a4 £jhS 14 £)xhS gxhS 
IS £h6 ©h4+ 16 g3 @f6 17 
&xg7 #xg7 18 f4 £)g4 19 h3 
4^f6 20 0-0-0 He8 21 &f3 bS 
22 Edel 4^d7 23 e5 dxeS 24 
d6 Sb8 25 axbS axbS 26 £c6 
c4 27 #e3 He6 28 £)e4 c3 29 









































a) 10 ... aS and now: 
al) 11 £sdS £)xd5 12 exdS 
£sb4 13 0-0-0 (13 Hdl?! e6 14 
Q.ci exdS IS exdS «&c2+ 16 
©f2 ^xa3 17 bxa3 .Qd7+ 
Timoshenko - Khalifman, 
USSR 1987) 13 ... e6 14 £c4 
exdS IS $xb4 axb4 16 HxdS 
.Qe6S Beliavsky - Nunn, 
Amsterdam OHRA 1990. 

a2) 11 QcS is a strange 
idea, e.g. 11 ... £>d7 12 tfe3 
a4 13 0-0-0 a3 Knaak - 
Wojtkiewicz, Stara Zagora 


causes trouble) 12 ... £c3+ 
13 @f2 b6 (Not good, but as 
Karpov points out 13 ... 
jjd4+ 14 &xd4 £jxd4 IS ©e3 
eS 16 f4 f6 17 fxeS fxeS 18 
£)f3 £)xf3 19 gxf3 is winn¬ 
ing) 14 £a3 fteS IS Qxe7, 
Karpov - Barle, Ljubljana/ 
Portoroz 1975. Black has no 
compensation for the pawn. 

11 Qxe7 

If 11 £sxe 7+ ^ xe7 12 Qxe7 
£xb2 13 £xd8 (Or 13 Hbl 
a,c3+ 14 ®f2 £d4+ IS ©g3 
He8 16 QgS £jf6 17 £}h3 £jhS 



































































15) Four Pawns and Averbakh 
















12 b4 4^d7 13 cS 





















































ere pawns. 

)!? is a speculative 
which was success- 
Couatly - Arnason, 
:k 1977: 10 ... £)xe4 
Sxe4 12 jjd3 ge8 13 


1972, Black lost a tempo by 
playing at once 16 ... 
which was met by 17 #h6!. 
Now White has to waste a 
move with his h-pawn to 
































he option of 12 ©d2 bS 13 
Vhite’s centre Qxg7 ©xg7 1! 
5 or ... eS. #f4 and Blacl 

























£)bd7 9 h4 {9 g4 £>c5 10 f3 bS a6 17 b6 £bS 18 Id Hc8- 
c6 114)h3 cxdS 12 cxdS aS 13 Hort - Uhlmann, Novi Sad 
£>f2 £d7 14 a 4co Keene - Ol. 1990. 

Gligoric, Hastings 1971/72 } c2) 7 ... c5 8 dxcS ^aS 9 

9 ... hS 10 QgS aS 11 g4? #d2 (9 ^d2-) 9 ... dxcS 10 

hxg4 12£Lxg4£)cS 13 J3.F3 c6 fl_xh6 Hd8 11 #e3 £xh6 12 

























238 Four Pawns and Averbakh 


enough compensation for 4i a 'l 12 4^bS ©e7 13 0-0-0 a6 
the sacrificed piece. 14 d6 cxd6 IS <£}xd6 t^c7 16 

b2) 8 ... #e8 9 £dl <£>cS 10 ©bl £>cS 17 £xf6 ^xf6 18 
Qc2 aS 11 £|ge2 «£}hS 12 £jbS £jxc8 Sfxc8T Tukmakov - 
©d7 13 0-0-0 b6 14 f3 a4 IS Mortensen, Reykjavik 1990. 
g4 4^,f4 16 £>xf4 exf4 17 7 ... h6 

,&xf4,Qa63 Selrawan-Piket, 8 J2.e3 eS 

































































16) g3 system - Classical 





























































































248 g3 system - Classical 

bishop to d6, as the e5 
pawn could also he de¬ 
fended immediately. Still, 
the bishop is more active 
on d6 and Black's queenside 
is slightly weakened by the 



14 #c2 £e6 

15 Hfdl He8! 


weakness of eS becomes 
evident. 

17 ... &b6! 

18 £,xb6 

If 18 £>c3, then Black 
obtains the initiative on the 
queenside by playing 18 ... 
£>c4 19 g6d3 bS. 

18 ... axb6 

19 a3 #a4 (323) 











































17) g3 system - Yugoslav/Panno 

The strategic basis of the tactical counterplay. There- 



g3 system - Yugoslav/Panno 2S3 


risky, and switched to the 14 £b2 ,0d7 15 #c2 b6 16 
Grunfeld. But now he has £ye2 #c7 17 f4 gae8 18 gael 

come back to the King's <£b7 19 £>cl &c8 20 42,c3 exf4 

Indian again, as is amply 21 gxf4± Vaganian - Spas- 
testified by games in this sky, Tilburg 1983) 13 ^Jb2 
book. Hb8 14 4^2 bS IS £c3 f6 16 

7 <£)C3 4^c6 ©h2?! f5! and Black has an 

8 d5 ideal position due to the 

White maintains a mod- blocked centre, Jukic - Vel- 

est edge with 8 dxcS but imirovic, Yugoslavia 1988. 
Timman is out for bigger 10 #c2 gb8 

game. 10 ... eS 11 e4 4^g4 12 b3 f5 


8 ... <£}a5 13 exfS gxfS 14 h3 £sh6 IS 

9 £,d2 a6 £b2 gb8 16 f 4 bSoo Birnboim 

9 ... eS is a good move - Pein, Tel Aviv 1987. This 


















































Hxd3, wiping out 
counterplay. 

30 ... £je 

31 cS! ( 334 ) 



















equalise. 

8 dxcS 

8 e3 is insipid, e.g. 8 ... 
£fS 9 dS ftaS 10 #e2 £, e4 U 
«£yll £d7 12 £>d2 £lxd2, 

Hausner - Landenbergue, 
Prague 1989. Black has no 
problems. 

8 ... dxcS (336) 






































equal all the time. The bi¬ 
shop on d2 is directed 
against the knight on aS. 

a2) 8 ... gb8 9 3d e6 10 
b3 ge8 11 h3 £d7 12 £gS h6 
13 Qe3 bS 14 dS 4>7 IS dxe6 
&xe6 16 £>d4 Qd7 17 4}dS± 
P Nikolic - C Hansen, Wijk 
aan Zee 1988. 

b) 8 b3 Hb8 (340): 
bl) 9 a4 is dubious be¬ 
cause it weakens the b4- 
square, e.g. 9 ... eS 10 dS 
£>b4 11 aS cS 12 e4 4>8 13 
4>2 4^xa2 14 Hxa2 fS, Lob- 
ron - Klndermann, Hamburg 
1991. This is an easy position 
for Black to play. 

b2) 9 e3 bS 10 @e2 bxc4 11 
®xc4 4>4 12 ©e2 aS 13 gdl 


equality: 9 ... £je4 (9 ... £tg4 
10 jJJ>2 e6 11 £,e3 £xf3 12 
&xf3 dS 13 &d3 4^e7 14 b4 
c6 IS a4 &fS 16<&xfS gxf5 17 
cxdS cxdS= Kantsler - Kuz¬ 
min, Podolsk 1989) 10 &b2 
fS 11 &cl (11 grc2 e6 12 £)e3 
@e7 13 gadl ,&d7 14 dS £>d8 
IS dxe6 £>xe6 16 £,dS &f7 17 
£>d4 Sbe8 18 e3 jQc8 19 <&e2 
&xb2 20 #xb2 £>f6 21 £)xf6+ 
©xF6 22 gfxf6 gxf6 Da¬ 
vies - Byrne, London {Wat¬ 
son, Farley & Williams } 1991. 
This game was always equ¬ 
al) 11 ... Qd7 12 gdl e6 13 
4}f4 ^e7 14 £yl2 ££6 IS cS 
gS 16 4^13 Qc6 17 £c4 £xg2 
18 ®xg2 h6 19 a4 dS 20 £}ceS 
4yl7 21 b4 4)xeS 22 dxeS f4 




























cxdS 4}aS 14 4^d4 <£,e 
{Better is IS 4}ce2 








£aS 

cS 


will be utilised 
springboard to 































18) g3 system - Others 


The move 7 ... QfS, which variation appeals to players 
forms the subject of our with a liking for strategic 
main game in this chapter, complexity and adaptability 
is known as the Lesser Si- and has been employed 
magin Variation. Black's sporadically by Larsen and 
strategic plan is similar to Smyslov, 
that of Panno's Variation, 



















268 g3 system - Others 

Mortensen, Reykjavik Open 
1990. These lines look okay 
for Black - the knight on 
h4 is misplaced. 

a2) 7 ... a6 8 e4 £sfd7 9 
£je3 b5 10£)d2 ^b7 <10 ... eS 
11 dS b4 12 &a4 cS 13 f4 
exf4 14 gxf4 <^f6 IS h3 
4^bd7 16 eS dxeS 17 fxeS 
£ixe5 18 axcS £>hS 19 
®xf8 20 £jf3 Qd7 21 ftxeS 
axe5 22 d6 &h4 23 #dS 
Qd4+ 24 ®hl ®g7 2S gxf7+ 
®h6 26 gf3 gf8 27 gafl 
gxf3 28 gxf3 <2,*a4 29 d7 
1-0 Damljanovic - Kr Geor- 


burg 1991. 

a32) 8 ... e5 9 d5 cxdS 10 
4>dS 4}xdS 11 cxdS 4}d7 12 
0d2 ©b6 13 b4 £)f6 14 #e2 
ad7 IS a4 gfc8 16 gfbl± 
Agdestein - Damljanovic, 
Manila 1990. 

b) 6 ... cS 7 dxcS dxcS 8 
4^eS 4>6 9 ftc3 gb8 10 £,d3 
£\h5 11 £>bS £eb 12 #b3 ©b6 
13ae3 fS 14 gadl Q(7 1S#c 2 
^aS 16 a3 eS 17 <£jxc5 4>cS 
18 Axes gfc8 19 b4 #a6 20 
4V16 b6 21 bS 1-0 Ehlvest - 
Byrne, New York Open 1991. 
Compare with the Yugoslav 











well documented as equal. 
The example here does not 
upset this judgement: 8 ... 
<£|Xe5 9 £jxe5 dxeS 10 l^xd8 
Hxd8 11 jjg5 5d4 12 b3 c6 13 
4>4 Jig4 14 Sfel h6 IS &e3 
Hdd8 16 h3 Jle6 17 £)c5 £c8 
18 Sadi Se8 19 Bd6 £}h7 20 
Bedl £f6 21 £je4 Qe7 22 
B6d3 £>g5 23 4^d6 &xd6 24 
Bxd6 £jxh3+ 25 Hxh3 a.xh3 


£ptf4 £}c7 15 &d2 fxe4 16 
Xfcxe4± Werner - Spiriev, 
Budapest 1991. 

8 dS 

White accepts the chall¬ 
enge and starts to chase 
the black minor pieces. Al¬ 
ternatively: 

a) 8 £jel #c8 9 e4 £h3 10 
£>c2 Qxg2 11 ®xg2 e5 12 dS 
4^e7 13 4^el, Korchnoi - For- 
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